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for him who sets at defiance the ends of law, no- less may
the protection of the 'common understanding' cease for
him who sets at defiance the co-operative ends of that
common understanding: if in the one case the courts of
judicature, in the other the court of morals, may remove
him from ' the body politic' as not a member but a para-
site. After incurring banishment beyond the pale of the
social organism, he can no longer claim the shelter of
its obligations; for these cease at the confines of the moral
commonwealth which they guard. On the area of every
human society, and mixed with its throngs, there are
always some who are thus in it, but not of it, who are
there, not to serve it, but to prey upon it, to use its order
for the impunity of disorder, and wrest its rights into
opportunities of wrong. Assassins, robbers, enemies with
arms in their hands, madmen, are beyond the pale; and
the same principle applies to those who try to turn the
postulate of speech to the defeat of its own ends, and
through its fidelity compel it to play the traitor. Such
persons, we surely may say, can no more claim the benefit
of ' the common understanding,' than could a spy who, by
stealing the password eludes the sentry's vigilance and
makes his notes of the disposition of the lines, expect to
be treated as a comrade, if he be found out. The im-
munity and protection of the camp are not for him; he
has nothing in reserve but a short shrift and a high gallows.
If then, there are persons to whom, on this principle, we
are not bound to tell the truth, it is not that the intuitive
rule of veracity is broken down by the admission of ex-
ceptions : we have not put these people into the rule, and
then taken them out again: they have never been within
its scope at all; for its defined range was that of a social
organism, in which indeed they may be present, but to
which they do not belong.

The other factor in the authority of veracity presents at
first view a more inflexible aspect. Reverence for things
as they are seems hopelessly incompatible with all liberty